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Who do you model your marriage after?  Is it your parents, your uncle and aunt, or maybe your Pastor and wife?  

In the New Testament we see Jesus referred to as the Bridegroom and the Church as   the Bride.     John 3:29;

 Rev. 18:23; 21:2, 9; 2 Cor. 11:2

Ephesians 5:25, 28, 29, 31-33
Husbands love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.  In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies.  He who loves his wife loves himself.  After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church.  For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.  This is a profound mystery-but I am talking about Christ and the church.  However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.

So, it seems to us that the Relationship between the bridegroom Jesus and the bride the Church is the model for Christian Marriages.

It is vital to be open and honest and committed to your spouse as Christ the bridegroom is with his bride the church.  He knows all, sees all, and is everywhere.  There is nothing in your life that He does not know, even down to the number of hairs on your head.  Finley, Hold nothing back; your spouse should be your best friend as well as your lover.  

We know that you will resist being this vulnerable, for fear of being hurt.  Let us assure you, it’s well worth the risk.  Keep in mind that Christ has forgiven you for ALL of your sins and you are commanded to forgive others as Christ has forgiven you.  You might want to apply this principle as you and your spouse practice a deeper level of openness and honesty.

Our spouse should come first, after Christ. Our most important ministry is our family.
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